Aotion for Pupers.

Legisiative Eounctl,
Wednesday, Gth December, 1899.

Motion for Papers: Boulder Nor'-West Lease, Surren-
der of Rights—Return: Reuts for Crown Lunds,
Goldfields - Constitution Acts Amendwment Bill,
Recomuittal, progress, Division — Slufeing nnd
Dredging for Gold Bil), first reading ~Mines Hegu.
lation Amendipent Bill, in Committee, reported -
Fremantle Harbour Weorks Roilway Bill, first read-
ing—Loan Bill, £750,000, Lret reading Compunies
Act Aunendimment Bill, second reudir
Shop Assistunts Bill, second reading, in Committee,
reported -Draft Commouweslth Bill, Assembly’s
Resolution, Message returmed —Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

MOTION FOR PAPERS-—~BOULDER NOR'-
WEST LEASE, SURRENDER OF
RIGHTS.

How. A, P. MATHESON moved :

1. That all papers and correspondence in
connection with the surrender of the aurface
rights of the Bounlder Nor’-West leuse, No.
1614%, be laid upon the table of the House.
2. That a return be furnished, showing the
names of the lessees registered with the Mines
Department on the 1lst January, 1894, and
all transactions in connection with the lease
registered on the buoks of the Mines Depart-
ment singe that date up to the 6th October,
1899, when the cunditional suwrrender was
gazefted.

He had been requested to wove in this
direction by the Boulder Munivipality. A
practice bad grown up on the goldfields of

permitting individuals to surrender for a

consideration leases which otherwise could
not be worked. The municpality of the
Boulder ailjoined the lease in guestion,
and he believed the municipal authorities
were desirous of protesting, at o later
dute, against that practice, if it wus found
on prodnction of the papers that such pro-
test was justified. Tt appeared that the
lense was the property of a company, which
wag formed in March, 1896, and ceased
to exist, owing to liquidation, in March,
1899, He was informed the reason it
went into liquidation was that the share.
holders refused to pay any more calls;
because it had been proved on investiga-
tion that the lease was worthless. Under
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af & nominal figure to certain individuals,
who then approached the Crown, and
obtained two freehold blocks in return for
the surrender of an absolutely valueless
lease. It was obwvions, if such were the
case, that an Injustice to the public had
been committed,
Question put and passed.

RETURN-—RENTS FOR CRUWN LANDS,
EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON moved :

I'hat a return be laid upon the fable of the
House, showing: 1. The amount received hy
the Government in rents for Crown lands
during the fowr years ending 30th June, 1899,
from that portion of the colony lying east of
longitude 120° and south of the tropic of
Capricorn, under the following heads:—(w)
For pastoral purposes; (b), For mineral lands;
(c), For gold-mining leases; (d), Fovresidence
areas and any other leaseholds. 2. The amount
realised by the sale of town, suburban, or
other lands during the same four years.

A return had been laid on the table, on
the motion of Mr. Dempster, showing the

. expenditure by the Government in the

Eastern goldfields during the periud
referred to in this motion. That return
had formed the subject of cowwent, and
he (Mr. Matheson) was now anxious us

i set-off to obtain a veturn, which could

be verv easily furnished, showing the
large amount of revenue the Guvernment
had derived throngh the expenditure of
that money. It would he only a fair
thing to the goldfields in this particular
district that the returns the Government
had received should have as mucl pro-

. minence as the expenditure of the money.

In reference to the expenditure of monev
which rendered the return particularly
desirable, a misapprehension appeared to

- ‘exist ag to the sum total. He was credibly

informed that £954,397, which formed
the first item of the return, contaived
sums of money which were included in
number three return and in number five
return.  He had checked the figures and
believed the case to be as he stated; and

. if that were so, the amonnt expended by

those circumstances the lense should have -
been allowed to lapse to the Crown-— .

should have been forfeited, in fact—and
the Crown would have taken the surface for
nunicipal purposes without compensation
at all.  Apparently the lease was suld

the Government on the goldfields must
be reduced by a million, and stand at two
millions instead of three millions. This
was not a discrepancy for which the
department were altogether responsible,

! but the department were responsible to a

certain cxtent. hecanse the discrepancy

. arose from the form in which the return
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had been presented, and it had led Mr.
Dempster to confuse the different figures.
Possibly when the matter was dealt with,
the Colonisl Secretary would be able to
correct, his (Mr. Matheson’s) statement
if it were not correct.

Tre CoroNIAL SECRETARY : There was
no objection on the part of the Govern-
ment to the motion.

Question put and passed.

CONSUITUTION ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

® RECOMMITTAL.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY
having formally moved that the Bill be
read a third time, .

Hown. A. G. JENKINS maved, as an
amendment, that the Bill be recommitted
for consideration of new clauses which
he desired to iusert, and on which he had
previously spoken.  One clause provided
that members of the Metropolitan and
South-East Provinces should have the
power, if they so desired, of electing to
git in the new South and Metropolitan-
Suburban Provinces. Such arrangement
would be only fair and reasonable, and
one which hon. members ought to sup-
port; because it was not fair that men-
bers elected for a province which might
be divided into two different districts
should, by the Bill, be made vepresenta-
tives of a province for which, perhaps,
they had no desire to sit.

Amendment put and passed, and the
Bill recommitted.

IN COMMITTEE.

New Clause :

Hon., A. G. JENKINS woved that,
the following be added, to stand as
Clause 9

Any member of the Legislative Council who
shall represent the Metropolitan Province or
the North-East Province at the coming into
operation of this Act may, within one month
thereafter, by notice in writing addressed to
the President, elect to represent in Parliament
the Metropolitan-Suburban Province or the
South Province, respectively, instead of the
province for which he was elected ; and there-
upon he shall be deemed to hnve been elected
a member of such newly created province, and
his seat for the province for which he was
elected shall become vacant as if by resigna-
tion.

Tur COLONIJAL SECRETARY:
Underlying this clause was a principle of

[COUNCIL.]

' newly created province.

fairness, which should be carefully con. |

Redistribution, efc.

sidered, and hon. members were, he
thought, in sympathy with the proposal.
The new clause would meet the circum-
stances of the case, and there was no
desire on the part of the Government to
oppose its insertion in the Bill. But this
was a matter entirelv for hon. members to
decide, and some justification for the
clause was shown in the case of Mr.
Jenkins, who, if the Bill passed in its
present: shape, would represent a province
in which perhaps he had no interest, and
some anomalies would arise under the
circunmistances. For instance, Mr. Jenkins
would be representing the North-East
Provinee, and yet be resident in the South
Province, where his interests were, and he
might feel a delicacy in taking up gues-
tions for the South Province, inasmuch
as he was originally a member for the
North-East Province; and the position
held good wice versa. He (the Colonial
Secretary) spoke neither in favoar of nor
against the proposal, Lecause it was a
matter which should be left entirely to
hon. members; but he did not think any
evils counld arise from the adoption of the
clause, which would not, so far as be saw,
prejudicially affect any of the constitu-
encies. It might seem at first sight, as it
did to himeelf, that in enacting the clause
hon. members might be virtually appoint.
ing one of the firat representatives, sup-
posing any member chose to represent the
newly created province. On the other
hand, it must be remembered that the
sitting member would be put in a
peculiar position by the operation of
the Bill as it stood ; therefore one’s sym-
pathies were with Mr. Jenkins, although
there was the difficulty as to interference
with what seemed to be the rights of the
Woeighing the
advantages and the disadvantages 1n the
gcale, he thought hon. members would
decide in favour of the proposed new
clause.

Horx. W. T. LOTON: The clause
might be a little more far-reaching per-
haps than hen. members imagined. A
new suborban province had been included
in the Bill, and under the clause it seemed
to him the three members who now repre-
sented the Metropolitan Province could
take the advantage, if there was any
advantage, and apply to represent the
Metropolitan-8uburban Province. The
Metropolitan-Suburban Province, or a
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large poriion of it, was included in the
Metropolitan Province; but Guildford,

{6 DecemBEr, 1899.]

Midland Junction, Victoria Park, and

South Perth had been included in the
Suburban Province, and if the three
members elected to represent the latter,
then practically the Metropolitan-Sub-
urban Province would be represented in
this House by persons whom the electors
had not chosen, nor had an opportunity
of choosing. What opportumty would
Guildford, Midland Junction, and South
Perth have of expressing their views in
regard to returning any one of the three
members who at present represented the
Metropolitan Province? It seemed to
him tEe electors might justly complain.
He was not speaking against the clause,
Lbut only pointing out the position as it
occurred to hkim; and he asked hon.
members to consider whether it was
desirable to put the electors in that
position. Oue hon. member who repre-
sented the Metropolitan Province would
have to go for election next year, and
another member wouwld go two years
- afterwards, while the third would follow
after four years; and supposing these
meunbers elected to represent the Metro-
pelitan-Suburban Province instead of the
province they now represented, the Sub-
nrban Province electors would have no
opportunity of expressing their views in
regard to sending members to the House
for two years in the case of ome person,
and four years in the case of another.
Was that desirable ?
Tue CoLONIAL SECRETARY:
position as stated was not correct.
Hox. W. T. LOTON: This clause
applied to the whole of the representatives
of the provinece. The words were ‘‘ any
member of the Legislative Council who
shall represent the Metropolitan Pro-
vince.”
TaE CoLoNIaT. SECRETARY: A member
would go out wheuever his time expired.
Hox. W. T. LOTON : One would go
out next year, another two vears after.
wards, and two others would go out four
vears affer that. It was the same in
regard to the North-East. He did not
know whether it was desirable to pass a
proposal of this kind. He was not
aware whether the mover had thought it
out. There was supposed to have been a
great cry for the people to have an
opportunity of electing representatives,

The
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but bere we weve closing the door against
some of them.

How. J. W. HACKETT: When this
question was first Lrought up by his
friend Mr. Jenkins, that hon. wmember
seemed to him (Mr. Hackett) to have
absclute justice and fairmess on his side
in urging that when a province was sub-
divided inte fwo, the sitting mewmber
should be allowed to elect for which
province he would sit.  Doubtless every-
body would be agreeable to that. But
we had gone a long step beyond that,
having taken other constituencies sur-
rounding the metropolis and declared
that any of the three members or the
whole of the three members representing
the metropolis should, if they so desired,
be by Act of Parliament declared to be
representatives of places which had never
elected them. It was out of the question
to consent to such an amendment of the
Coustitution Act, und it was quite certain
if the Council consented to it. the
Legislative Assembly, which was largely
interested in the formnation of these pro-
vidces, would dissent from it.

How. F. T. Crowper: The wembers
would not shift, so far as Perth was con-
cerned.

How. J. W. HACKETT: How did
the hon. member know? Let us have
the Bill in a shape we could understand.
He (Mr. Hackett) was certainly averse
to imposing nembers on districts which
might be entirely opposed in principles
and opinions to those members,

Tee CHATRMAN: No doubt the
position on the goldfields was difterent
from that in Perth. As it was now, sup-
posing three of the present city members
decided to take the suburban province,
Perth would return the whole six mem-
bers for the city and suburbs.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: If it would
meet the views of the House, Mr. Jenkins
would, he thought, be willing that he
{Mr. Matheson) or some other member
should move an amendment. to strike out
the words “ the Metropolitan Province”
where they oceurved, and also “ the
Metropolitan-Suburban Province,” and
make the amendment apply only to the
goldfields.

Hon. W. T. Lotoxn:
East?

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : The Novth-
East Province.

The North.
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Hov. F. T. Crowper:
argument would apply.

The same

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: No; there
were no new electors.
Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Mr

Crowder did not quite appreciate the fact
that the new provinee en the goldfields,
formed out of the North-East Province,
consisted entirely of a porlion of the
existing constituency.

Mr. Loron : There had been no new
area taken in.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: A slight

[COUNCIL]

area had been added to the North-East

Provinee, so that it would include a purt
of the country north of Mount Malcolm ;
but that did not uaffect the question,
because that part was pructically unin.
habited. Presumably the hon. member’s
intention was simply to provide that he,
and possibly other members for the
North-East Province, who mwight have
no connection with the new North-BEast
Province, should have an opportunity of
representing the province in which they
lived, and in which all their interests
existed. The same arguient did not
apply with equal force to the Metropolitan

Province, as had been clearly shown by

Mr. Hackett.
“ the Metropolitan Province or,” in line 2,
Le struck out.

Hox. F. M. STONLE : The aipendwment

He moved that the words

moved by Mr. Matheson would meet the |

case, becanse in looking at the provinces
one would see that the Metropolitan
Province and Metropolitan - Suburban
Province were now divided up. If any
member who now represented the Metro-
politen Province were elected, say, for
the Metropolitan-Saburban Province, he
would Dbe sitting for Claremont and
Guildford, two districts which had never
elected him; whereas Perth, East Perth,

. member had not grasped the point.

Woest Perth, and North Perth had elected

him at the present time. There wasa

distinetion between the North-East and °

South Provinces, and the Metropolitan
Province. If the proposed amendment
with reference to the North-East and
South Provinces were not wade, under
clause 44 Mr. Parsouns, for instance, who
be believed was virtually elected for Kal-
goorlie, would be bound to sit for Cool-
gardie. He spoke subject to correction,

but ke believed Mr, Parsons was virtually

elected for Kalpoorlie, as a populous
centre.

Redistribuiion, efc.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON formally
moved that the words “ the Metropolitan-
Suburban Province or,” in line 6 of the
typewritten copy, be struck out; also
that in the following line the word

‘* respectively” be struck ont. This would
carry out his intention.
Hon. J. W. HACKETT: It was

stated that a member must make his
election within a month of the coming
into operation of this Bill. The Bill
must come into operation a considerable
time before the general elections took
place; and if a member decided, within
a month of the cowming into operation of
this Bill, to sit as a representative of one
of the new provinees, his election by
choice being equivalent to resignation of
his present seat, an election would have
to take place for the seat so vacated.

Tae CHalRMaN: In any case there
would have to be a second election,
acecording to what he could see.

How. J. W. HACKETT: The first
ab the coming into operativn of the Bill,
or within a month, and the next two or
three months later ? '

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Anyone vacating his seat for one province
to take up another would, he understood,
continue to be a representative of the
former province until the time had expired.
I'wo members elected for the new province
would go out in 1900 and two 1 1908,
My, Jenking would go out in 1904,

Hov. J. W. HACKETT: The hon.
It
teant that there must be two elections.
A member elected which province he
would sit for within a wmounth of the
coming into operation of the Bill, but
that month would elapse long hefore the
general election would take place. 1In the
meantime his seat would be vacated by
the operation of the statute, therefore an
elaction would have to be held for the
seat which he had vacated.

Hon. A. P. Marerson: The proviso
covered that.

How. J. W. HACKETT: The proviso
did not cover that. Tt only dealt with
the member going out.

Hown. A. G. Jenrins: The case might
Le met hy substituting * three,” or ** fouwr,”
or “two,” for “one.”! The election must
L in 1900,

Hox.J. W. Hackerr: It need not be s0.
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Howx. F. M. STONE: It would be
better to postpone the clause. The
words, to the effect that a member should
continue to represent in Parlinment the
province for which he had been elected,”
might be struck out.

Hon. A. G. JEWRINS:
get over the difficulty.

How. F. WHITCOMBE: Not only
should this clause be postponed, but the
rest of the Bill would have to be looked
into, because the provision made for the
election of new members to represent the
new provinces was that they should
vacate their seats in the order in which
they were elected. That clause would
have to be dealt with. If the sitting
member elected to sit for a new province,
the other seat would become vacant.

Trr CHATRMAN : The difficulty he
saw was that certain elections must take
place in the month of April of next year,
when a third of the members of this
House would retire by efluxion of time,
The elections for these mew provinces
could not take place then, and not until
the Constitution Bill had received the
Royal nssent and the new electoral rolls
had been prepared, which would be in
October or November of next year. He
took it from the amendments now placed
before the Committee that the election
for the present province must take place
in April, and if the new member elected
in April decided to represeni the new
province, there would have to be another
election to fill the vacancy.

How. A. & JENKINS moved that
progress be reported, promising to con-
sult the law officers of the Crown in the
meantime, and introduce an amended
clause at the next sitting.

Motion—that progress be reported—
put, and a division taken, with the
following result :—

Ayes L 14
Noes . 3
Majority for 11

Aves.
Hon, H. Briggs
Hon, b. K. Congdon
. F.T. Crowder
Hon, J. W. Hackett
Hon. A, G. Jenkins
Hon.
Hon,
Hon.
Hon,
Hon.
Hon.
Hon. F
Hon, F. Whitcombe |
Hon, E. Nelarey (Teller), |

Noks.
Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hon. H. Lukin
Hon. R. G. Burges
{Teller).
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That wouwld not
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Motion thus passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

SLUICING AND DREDGING FOR GOLD
BILIL.

Received from the Legislative Assem-

‘bly, and, on the motion of the Corox1av

SECRETARY, read a first time.

MINES REGULATION AMENDMENT
EILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2. -Interpretation :

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY
moved that in line 2, after <“requires,”
the following words be inserted: * The
terms in guotation marks shall have the
respective meaning hereby assigned to
them, that is to say ”; also that the fol-
lowing definition be added to the clause:
¢ Farth,' anv rock, stone, quartz, clay,
sand, soil, or mineral.”

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Repeal of 5. 2 of principal
Act:

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that “i8 " be struck out, and the
words “ and the definition of ‘mine’ n
Section 4 thereof are” inserted in lieu
thereof.

Put and passed,
amended agreed to.
Clauses 5 to 8, inclysive-—agreed to.

Clause 9—Amendment s 22 of the
principal Act:

Hon. A. P. MATHESON moved that
in line 4, after “air” the words “ gas,
oil” he inserted. Section 22 of the
principal Actlimited the nuwmber of hours
a man might be employed in charge of
steam machinery to eight in the twenty-
four, and the Government proposed to
amend that section by inserting the
words “ worked by siewm, air, or elec.
tricity.” But that amendment, however,
did not go far enough, an:d the inembers
of the Amalgamated Certificaled Engine-
drivers’ Association of Western Australia
were very anxious to have machinery
worked by gas and oil brought within

L]
and the clause as

+ the operation of the clause, so that
" the hours of the engineers in charge of

the latter shounld be similarly limited.
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It was only fair that the amendmeut °

now proposed should be adopted.

Put and pussed.

How. A. G. JENKINS: There was one
amendment of whicl he omitted to give
notice, that he would like to bring for-
ward now. Section 22 of the principal
Act contained these words: ' or for the
treatinent of the products of any mive.”

It was now proposed to omit these words, .

but for what reason he could not see. If
a man was working only 48 hours on a
mine where stutf was treated, there was
no reason why the mnan should have to
work more thaw 48 hours on machinery
with which the products of the mine were
treated, and which was not situated on
the mining property. He moved that all
words between “electricity ” and *in”
(lines 4 and 5) be strack ouf.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hon.

members would see that this opened an
opportunity to defeat the object of the
Bill. He had not the Bill before him,
but he thought the hon. member should
read the clause to give the connection.
No doubt the objeet of inserting these
words was that a wan should not only be
prevented from working machinery and
so on, but should also be prevented from
working on the products of any mine.

How. A. . JENKINS: Section 22
said :

No persoh in charge of steaur machinery

used in connection with any mine, or for the

treatment of the products of any mine, shall
be so employed for more than eight consecu-
tive hours at any time, or for morve than eight
bours in any twenty-four hours.
If these words were struck out, it would
mean that a man could work 16 hours a
dav or whatever time the emplover chose
to make him. He (Mr. Jenkins) wanted
the principle of eight hours to apply to
working on machinery for the products of
the mine, if that principle was applied to
the mine as a whole,

Tue CorowiaL Secrerary: Notice
should be given of the amendment.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: It was a
matter of regret 1o him that notice had
not been given,

Toe COLONIAL SECRETARY:

in Commitice.

moved that the Bill be recommitted for
the insertion of the words now proposed
to be struck out.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 10—agreed to.

Clanse 11--Amendment to s. 23 of
principal Act (general rules) :

Hox. A, P. MATHESON moved that
between “air” an® “or,” line 15, the
words “gas. 0il " be inserted. The same
argument applied to this as to the
previous clause,

Awendment put and passed. and the
clanse as amended agreed to.

Clauses 12 and 13—agreed to.

Clause 14—Notice of action to be
given :

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the word * performance,” in
lines 3 and 4, be struck out and “ observ-
ance’ inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 15-—agreed to.

Clanse 16—Amendment to s.
principal Act:

How. A. P. MATHESON: The prin-
cipal Act required the owner, agent,
or manager of a mine to keep at the
office an accurate plan on a scale of
two chains to one inch, of the work-
ings of such mine made by a duly
qualified mining engineer or manager
or mining surveyor, showing the work-
ings up to within three months past,
to produce such plan to any inspector or
any other duly authorised person, and (if

31 of

' requested by such officer or person),

. asked bhim to do so.

Perhaps the hetter ¢ourse would be to

consent to the striking out of these words,
on the understandimg that the hon.
member would not offer opposition if he
(the Culonial Secretary) subsequently

mark on such plan the progress of the
workings of the mine up to the time of
such production, and allow the inspector
te examine and take a copy or tracing
thereof. It was a perfectly fair thing to
require the owner or manager of a mine
to do that. But this clause proposed to
go further and proceeded to put on the
owner or manager the onus of making a
copy or tracing every time the inspector
That was not
reasonable. This question was fought
very hard on a previous occasion, and it
was o pity the same old bone of conten.
tion had been brought up again after the
proposal had been defeated. Heappealed
to ion. members to strike out the clause,
which was entirely unnecessary. The
clause as it stood in the prineipal Act was
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quité satisfactory to everybody, except |
perhaps inspectors, whose time would be
taken up in taking a copy. If the
Government required the inspector to be |
furnmished with a copy, absolutely the very
least they could do was to require the
inspector to make it. He moved that the
clause be struck out.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. member was, he Dbelieved, cuite
correct in saying that this matter was
pretty well considered on a previcus
occasion. The only point was that prob-
ably these inspectors were not draftsmen.
It might be difficult for them to take a
tracing of a plan, and if they were not
able to take a tracing themselves, a. drafts-
man or surveyor would have to be
employed to do it. He did not think
there was a great deal in the point, and
it was a question for the House to consider
whether the responsibility should be
placed on the mine owner. It was nota
big responsibility. A man who drew a
plan could very easily make a tracing,
and frequently he would leave a replica-
tion of the plan. It would only be for
certain jortions of the mine. It would
show advances in the development work.
He (the Colonial Secretary) did not pro-
pose to offer any opposition to the hon.
member’s amendment if the House were
willing to take the hon. member's view
of the question.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: The view of
Mr. Matheson was, he thought, correct.
Supposing there wasa changeofinspectors
in a particular district, it might be neces-
sary for the mine manager to again
furnish a plan and details. If the
inspector required the plan he should
take it, and the Government should pay
the expense of it.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause struck out.

Clause 17-—Examination of engine-
drivers:

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : This was
a clause enabling the Government to |
appeint a board of examiners and to !
give licenses to engine-drivers. The :
amendment of which he had.given notice
was to add after the word “ persons” the
words “ one of whom shall be a qualified 1
engine-driver.” Henow moved the amend-

|
]

ment accordingly. Asa matter of fact,
the Minister of Mines, he was informed,
recognised the advisability of the sugges- |
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tion in practice, and he was told that the
hon. gentleman had already conceded the
privilege by appointing practical engine
men on all boards of examiners; and there-
fore, in asking the House to go a little
further to embody that principle in this
meagure, one was not asking what was
unreasonable.  The object of it was that,
Iater on, there might not be so reasonable
a Mimister of Mines as at present, and it
was most desirable, in testing the com-
petency of a man in any given branch of
science or engineering, that at least one
of the examiners should not be a theorist,
bat a properly qualified man, able to
judge whethier a candidate was really fit
to be an engine-driver.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY: An
engine-driver seldom had any knowledge
beyond the actual work of driving an
engine, and 2 man who knew something
about engine fitting, and was commonly
callel an engineer, would be preferable
as an examiner. However, he did not
propose to amend the clause in this direc-
tion, and the question was whether it was -
desirable to take the discretion away from
the Monister. His own opinion was that
the appointment of examiners should be
left to the Minister, because one presumed
that “a qualified engine-driver” meant
one of the “amalgamated -certificated
drivers” alluded to by Mr. Mathe-
s0n.

How. A. P. Maraeson : Quite so.

Taug COLONIAL SECRETARY:
With some personal knowledge of engine-
drivers, he could say they were usuvally
men who could not even do their own
repairs. The Minister could be relied on
to make appointments of examiners satis-
factory to all concerned, wherens the
amendment to a certain extent—and this
argument applied to the next minendment
Mr. Matheson had on the Notice Paper—
would bring the wnatter under the control
of the amalgamated certificated drivers,
whose object was to prevent an increase of
their numbers. They werea trades union,
and wanted, to a large extent, to keep the
power in their own hands, and act, as
trade unions often did, to the detriment
of the general public, and in the interests
of their particular trade,

How. A. P. MATHESON: The
Colonial Secretary had a litile mis-
understood the motive of the amend-
ment,.
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TrE CoLoNIAL SEceETARY : It was not
suggested that these motives were those
of ithe hon. member.

How. A.P. MATHESON : None conld
be more opposed than himself to these
guilds, the operation of which, in excluding
ather people from earning a livelihood,
was very detrimental to business generally;
but he was anxious that any man when
examined as to his competency should
be examined before one properly qualified
person. He did not in the least insist on
the wording of the amendment, and there
was no reason why one of the examiners
ghould not be a qualified engineer, with
technical knowledge.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. member might rely on the Minister,
for his own credit's sake, appointing o
properly qualified examiner.

How. A. G. JENKINS suggested that
the word “ engineer” should be inserted
instead of the word “engine-driver” in
the amendment.

How. A. P. Matrgson : There was no
ohjection to accepting the suggestion.

Amendment (in amended form) put
and passed. and the clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 18—-agreed to.

Clause I19--Interim
certificates:

Hown. A. P. MATHESON wmoved that
in line 4, after “‘any,” the word “ member ™
Le strock out, and “two members” in-
serted 1n lieu thereof. This clause gave
the beard or any member of it power to
grant an interim certificate of the first or
second class, to an engine driver holding
an eguivalent certificate issued elsewhere,
in case snch applicant had not “had
opportunity of presenting himself for
examination in thiz colony; and the
amendment was moved Dbeecause one
member was not suflicient to constitute
n hoard.  In determining the question as
to whether an engineer should have a
higher certificate than the one he now
held, the board, or any member of it,
would he practically settling the question
whether the engineer was to get a higher
rate of pav. and it was most important
that two opimiens should be passed as to

engine.  drivers

[COUNCIL.]

hiz competency, and the matter not left

to vne man, who might be actuated by
some small prejudice.

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY : The

practice had heen for the chairman of the |

.
in Committee.

board to give certificates to engineers,
where be was satisfied as to the apph-
cant’s credentials; and in trving to steer
clear of one chﬂicult_v, the lion. member
landed in another, because in the absence
of two members of the board, a man might
be debarred from obtaining a certificate,
and thus from following his employ-
ment. There was another difficulty, that
vne of the two members would be an
engine-driver or engineer, whose policy
was not to increase the number of

qualified men; and as he would
prebably vote against granting the
certificate, the applicant wounld not

achieve his object. Ii was true that
one member might be prejudiced against
a man and refuse o certificate ; but, in
thut case, there was an appeal to the full
Loard. Tt would be mynch better to leave
this matter to the chairman. The board
should, whenever possible, consist of at
least three members, so as to secure fair
consideration of applications. Hitherto
the granting of interim certificates had
been left in the hands of the chairman,
and there had been no dissatisfaction
expressed.

How. A. P. MATHESON : There was
some force in what the Colonial Secretary
had said as to the probability of only
one mewmber of the board being available,
and, with the permission of the Committee,
the amendment would be withdrawn.

Amendment by leave withdrawn, and
the clause passed.

Clause 2U—ugreed to.

Clause 21-—Saving of certificates 1ssued
before this Act comes into operation :

Hown, A. P. MATHESON moved, as a
consequential amendment, that in the
fifteenth line, after the word © air,” the
words “ gas, oil” be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 22—Penalty on engine drivers
working, or being employed to work,
without proper certificates :

Hox, A. P. MATHESON moved, as a
consequential amendment, that in line 10,
after “air” the words **gas, oil” bhe in-
serted ; also that a siinilar amendment be
made in line 13.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 23 to 28, inclusive—agreed
to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.



Companies Bill ;

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR WORKS RAIL-
WAY BILL.
Received trom the Legislative Assembly,
and. on motion by the CorowiarL Secre-
TARY, read a first time,

LOAN BILL, £750,000.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on motion by the CoLontar SeCRE-
TARY, read a first time.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING,

Twe COLONTAL SECRETARY
(Houn. &. Randell), in moving the second
reading, said: The main object of this
Bill is to secure to colonial shareholders
in foreign companies the opportunity of
participating in schemes of reconstruc-
tion, the issue of additional shares,
amalgamation, and the formation of sub-
sidiary companies, This is effected by
Clauges 5, 6, and 7 respectively, It was
sought to secure the object aimed at by
Section 4 of the Act of last session
requiring notice of a meeting to be given
to the colonial shareholders; but the
provision of Section 4 is found to be
unworkable, and eounsel in England con-
sider it to be wlfra viree. It is not
within the power of the Parliament to
compel a foreign company to alter its
constitution; but we are enabled to
re-enach that, unless a foreign company
complies with the provisions now pro-
posed, the statutes of such company will
not be recognisable in this colony.  This
measure is introduced with the object of
enforeing compliance with the provisions
of the Ach of 1897 as amended by the
Act of 1898, requiring every foreign com-
pany to keep a colonial register. Clause
3 is inserted to preserve the rights which
companies have to refuse to register trans-
fers that are not bona fide. Possibly
gometimes applications are made for
transfers which companies decline to
effect, and it would be certainly improper
to compel an attorney to do that which
the directors of a company would not
do. Attorneys ought, at any rate, to
have an bpportunity of rejecting that
which thay consider not to be bona
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The measure will not enable the
colonial registers to be abused for the
purpose of registering transfers which the
head office may have legitimately refused
to register. The Court wounld have
jurisdiction if a transfer were unreason-
ably rejected. Clause 4 is n re-enactment
of Section 4 of the Act of 1897, but in a
‘better shape. If members read that
section they will see that the word
“ eteetera” occurs, and that there arve
gsome other informalities which have
bungled the section to some considerable
extent. I Lelieve this Bill meets with
the approval of Mr. Matheson, who has,
I understand, gone carefully into it and
thinks it will carry out the objects
intended, and be an improvement upon
the principal Act. In Clause 9 there
will have to be some slight amend-
ment, which I will propose when we ave
in Committee. I do not know that I
ueed say very wuch more abont this Bill.
It is one which has been found impera-
tively necessary to introduce for the
purpose of facilitating the workhig of
companies, and to remove some of the
disabilities or ancmalies which exist in
the present Act. Doubtless Mr. Matheson
will speak to the Bill, and place before
hon. members many things which T have
owmitted to state.

Hox. A. P. MATHIESON: 1 do not
think I have very much to say in connec-
tion with this Bill. As the Colonial
Secretary has said, those two amending
Acts which have been hefore the House
tailed to prove guite workable, and
it therefore became necessary that the
Government should redraft those portions
which were found unworkable. T have
gone very carefully throngh the measure,
and T certainly think it meets the
objections as far as possible. T notice
that an alteration has been made in Sub-
clause 2 of Clause 4 since I saw the
draft Bill, which I think may lead to
difficulties, but on which I do not mtend
to comment, beeause I am not prepared
to suggest any change in it. I propose
to move three technicul amendments to
the Bill when it goes into Committee, I
may call the attention of the hon. member
to the fact that in Clause 9 “the last
mentioned Act” should be “ the principal
Act.”

TrE CoLoNiaL SecreTarY: T have an
; amendment on that.
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Hox, A. P. MATHESON: It is a
clerical error. I do not think I need
detain the House at all at the presentstage.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

SEATS FOR SHOP ASSISTANTS BILL.
SECOND READING.

Hox. F. M. STONE (North): I beg
to move the second reading of this Bill.
Hon.
session an attempt was made to introduce
into a Bill a clause somewhat similar to
this, for compelling shoplkeepers to pro-
vide sitting accommodation for female
assistants in shops. This clause is taken
from the English Act of 62 or 63 Victoria,
and is similar in wording to that Act. I
feel sure the House will unanimensly
pass the measure. We know that some
shopkeepers do provide seats for the
females that worlk 1n their establishments,
but there are others who will not do
so. In reference to those providing
seats, this measure will not hmrt them in
any way, for it will only operate against
those who are unwilling, for the sake of
humanity, te provide these seats. It
will compel those to do so. Under the
ciremnstances, this is a measure I can

(COUNCIL.]

. a few words regarding it.

- effect as this.
members will remember that last |

commend to the consideration of the

House.
introduced last session was that it really
altered the Early Closing Act, and
should come within the province of that
Act. T supported the proposal at that
time, althowsh. speaking from recollection,
I think the Bill went a little farther and
provided that female assistants should be
allowed at certain times to sit. I am
only speaking from recollection, and may
be wreng, but T think objection was

One objection to the clause !

taken hy “hon. members to that proposal.

This measure does not contain such a
provision, but simply provides thal siiting
accommodation shall be provided—one
seat for every three females—and the
assistants will only beentitled to sit when
they are not serving customers. When
t.hev are at work, of course thev are

tomers are provided with sitting accom-
modation in shops. Surely we who go
into these shops can see that when these
female assistants are not at work, sitting
accommodation shonld he provided for
them. I therefore strongly recommend

Second reading.

this small measure to the consideration of
the House. ‘
Hox. F. T. CROWDER (South-
East) : I bave much pleasure in second-
ing this small Bill, and would like to say
It will be in
the memory of hon. members that some
time ago an Early Closing Bill was before
the Houge, in which it was sought to
introduce a clause somewhat to the same
At the time that Bill was
before us I ridiculed the idea. because it
was clothed with so many different clauses
that it placed the employers of labour in
such a position that the employees could
simply snap their fingers at them. By that
Bill, employers had not only to provide
seats for emplovees, but to allow the
employees to be seated a certain time
each day; and no employers of labour
were allowed to dispense with their
services if they found them sitting on
those chairs. I think that anyone will
admit that such clunses would create a
zood deal of friction between employers
and employed. This Bill, however,
gimply states that chairs shall be pro-
vided in an establishment, and I think
we all kunow how tedious it is to ourselves
even to stand on our feet for seven or
eight hours a day. In most of these
establishments the women employed are
several hours during each day simply
standing about, having nothing to do,
and, as has Dbeen pointed out by the
doctors, continual standing on their feet
during that time ruins their health,
Coming back from the Convention in
Melbourne, I paid a visit to Miller and
Anderson’s in Adelaide, who had taken
the lead in providing seats for their
employees in their shops, and they assured
me that the fact of doing so led girls to
be bright during the whole of the day.
They found that without the seats the
girls were utterly tired out and without
energy towards the end of the afternoon.
The mere fact of placing seats in their
shop and allowing employees to sit when
they were not employed enabled those

. employees to carry cut their duties in a
obliged to stand. We know thai cus- -

perfect way. There is nothing whatever
in this Bill that even I, who object to
any legislation showing class preference,
can find opposition to, and I recommend
the meunsure to the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—Seats to be provided in
shops :

Hon A. P. MATHESON: What was
going to happen in the case of sliops
where only two female assistants were
employed ¥
compulsory to provide a seat for every
three assistants. He was in favour of
making it compulsory on the shopkeeper
to provide a seat for each assistant;
but, at any rate, it ought to be made
clear that seats mmst be provided in
cases where less than three assistants
were employed.

Hon. F. M. STONE : The clause pro-
vided that not less than one seat should

[6 DecEMEER, 1899.7  fo Disrharge Order.

This clause only made it

be provided, and if there were more than .

seats.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 4, inclusive—agreed to.
Preamble and Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

DRAFI' COMMONWEALTH BILL—
ASSEMBLY’S RESOLUTION.
MOTION TO DISCHARGE ORDER—
AMENDMENT.

Order read, for the consideration of
resolution transmitted from the Legisla-
tive Assembly.

Tae COLONTALSECRETARY (Hou.
G. Randell) said: In moving that the
order be discharged from the Notice Paper,
I would like to make a few remarks. At
first sight, I thought that as the resolu-
tion had been sent to this House from
the Assembly for our consideration, it
was only right and proper, and would be
treating the other place with the respect
to which it is entitled, that a message
should be sent back. I find, however,
there is no provision for any such course;
and I have come to the conclusion, after
considerable study of the Standing Orders
and of precedents in other places, that
the resolution must come under the
category of a rejected Bill, in regard to
which this House cannot send back a
message. How the [egislative As-
sembly are to be made aware of what
has been donme in this House, if is
not for me to say; but there are various
channels by which they can become
acquainted with our proceedings. The
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' same position must, I suppose, arise, not,

often but occasionally, in the British
Parliament, where I believe the House of
Commong have gone so fur sometimes as
to appoint committees to inquire and dis-
cover what has become of Bills by tracing
up the records and journals of the House
of Lords. In the first instance, I felt
very strongly that we ought to send back
sonme megsage, acquainting the Assembly
with what we have done in the matter;
but I think the position 1 bave taken up,
fortified by other opinions than my own,
is the proper one. [ am not quite sure
whether you, Mr. President, are in accord
with the motion [ have submitted, but
a0 doubt you will give your ruling should
my opinion be challenged. After the

three female assistants there must be two | decision of this House, arrived at the

other evening, I feel confident there is no
other course open to us but to discharge
this order from the Notice Paper, and I
move accordingly.

Hon. F. T.CROWDER (South-East) :
Before speaking to the motion, I would
like to ask the ruling of the President.

Tue Presipexrt: There is nothing
before the House.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: But I desire
your ruling en a certain point.

Tue Presipent: But there is nothing
before the House at the present moment,
because the Colonial Secretary’s motion
has not been secounded.

Hown.J. W. Hackerr: Mr. Crowderis
rising to a point of order.

Tee PresipEnT: But there must be
gomething before the House before a
member can rise to a point of order.

Hox. H. J. SAUNDERS (Metropoli-
tan): I second the motion that the order
be discharged from the Notice Paper.

POINT OF ORDER.

Hon.F.T. CROWDER: Before speak-
ing to the motion, I would like the ruling *
of the President as to whether the Colonial
Secretary, as leader of the House, is right
in the course he is taking ?

Tae PRESIDENT : This matter falls
within the province of the House itself.
There is no doubt that in the case of
Bills sent from the Assembly and rejected
by this House, no message is sent
acquainting the other House with the
fact of the rejection. No procedure is
Inid down for dealing with resolutions
sent from the Assembly and not dealt
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with in this House; and, therefore, I '
presume they must be treated in the sume
way as rejected Bills. However, the
House is master of its own proceedings.

DEBATE.

Hox. J. W, HACKETT (South-West) :
I venture with great respect to take
exception to the course the Colonial
Secretary proposes. Thisis a very excep-
tional and peculiar question, sent to us
under circumstances which may not be
expected to occur frequently; and we
aught to be & law unto ourselves; and. if
necessary, create a precedent. That the
Colonjal Secretary is technically right, I
have no doubt.

Howx. A. P. MaTuesox: What about .
being constitutionally right? You are
proposing to create a precedent in opposi-
tion to the precedents which already
exist.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: There are
no precedents whatever.

Tur PRESIDENT: I]ave looked up
this matter, and I can find no precedents
for the present position ; and therefore it
seems to ine that the resolution must be
dealt with in the same way as a rejected
Bill, and no notice taken of it. As I
satd before, om u question of this kind
the House iz master of its owm pro- -
ceedings, and it is for hon. members to
decide what action they will take.

Hox. J. W. HACEE'IT: I am sure
that ruling will be approved and accepted
by the House generally. This is a
very serious matter. The Legislative
Assembly, if T may use the name in this
Chamber, adopted a motion approving .
of both Billa—which I need not par-
ticularise move fully, because they are in
the knowledge of the House—Dbeing sent
toa vote of the electors ; and the Assembly
not only sent that resolution up tv us,
and desired our concurrence therein, but
asked us to hold ourselves ready to pass
the necessary legislation to give effect to
the resolution. The Legislative Assembly
are no doubt waiting, in the first place, to
know what has become of their resolu-
tion; in ihe second place, to know what
steps we have taken; and in the third
place, to kuow whether they should take
steps to pass an Enabling Bill, at all
events through their own House.

A Memprr: They should read the
West Australiun.

[COUNCIL.

- we ought to send some reply.

to Discharge Order,

How. J. W. HACEETT: Precisely.
There is no conceivable way of the Legis-
lative Assembly knowing what has become
of their resolution, except through the
course the Colonial Secretary has men-
tioned, of appointing a committee to
search the journals of the Legislative
Council. Courtesy has its rights, which
are older than, and I dare say will
survive, standing orders or precedents;
und as a mere matter. of courtesy
to the Legislative Assembly, who have
sent np an all-important and eignificant

. resolntion in which they ask our concur-

rence in order that they may introduce
the necessary legislation to give it effect.
: Ate we to
ignore the Assembly altogether, and treat
them as if the resolution had never been
passed and never presented tous? To
do so wonld place the Legislative Council
in an uufortunate position.

Hox. F. T. CrowDER: A message will
open up the whole question.

How. J. W. HACKETT: I simply
desire that a message should be sent
bacl, pownting out that by the rules of
the House we are unable to deal with
the Assembly’s message No. 42, because
the question has already been disposed
of ; and I usk hon. members to consider
for a moment i what position this
Chamber will be placed if that course he
not taken. We have plenty of euemies,
and there are numbers of persons who
will misrepresent us in the matter; and

it will De said that after this resolution

had been sent from the Assembly, with a

. request for our concurrence in view of

the need of passing enabling legislation
to give it effect, this Council not only did

. not consider the resolution, but never

returned any message to the Assembly.

Hox. R. G. Buraes: The Council did
consider it.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: We never
considered the Assembly’s message.

Howr. R. G. Buress: It is on record
that we did.

Hown, J. W. HACKETT: We never
considered the Assembly’s message. In
any case, the Assemby do mot get our
records ; and it would be much safer for
this House, not only to deal courteously
in the matter, but to put ourseives on a
sound foundation, by explaining why it
is we have not taken the message into con-
sideration. Otherwise we shall be expnsed
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to retorts to the effect that we not only
ignored the message, but ignored the
House who sentit; and, therefore, I move
as an amendment to the motion of the
Colonial Secretary :

In reference to message No. 42 of the Legis-

lative Assembly, the Legislative Council
acquaints the Legislative Assembly that, accord-
ing to the rules of the House, it is unable to
consider message No. 42, the Legislative
Council having previously considered the
question, and decided that it was inexpedient
to refer the two Bills mentioned in the message
to the vote of the electors.
I venture to submit that amendment in
order to set ourselves right with the
public, and to courteously place our
position before the Assembly; and I
think the Colonial Secretary will approve
of the course now proposed.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am quite at one with Mr. Hackett in the
desire to show proper courtesy to the
other branch of the Legislature. I felt
very etrongly about the matter, but,
as I have already stated, after thinking
it over, I could not see my way to
move in the direction now suggested,
simply because I thought it would
possibly upen the whole question of
federation. Mr. Hackett has put his
proposal in a way that to some extent
obviates that danger; and as the reply
is certainly a courteous acknowledgment
to the other branch of the Legislature, I
shall not oppose the amendment. My
only object and desire were to conform to
the rules and regulations of assemblies of
this kind which exist in other parts of
the world ; but, as the President has told
us, there are no precedents, and we are
establishing one. T still think, however,
that * the resolution of the Assembly
ought. to be treated in the same way as
a rejected Bill in regard to which we
never take the trouble to notify the other
branch of the Legislatwre; but I leave
the question entirely to the House. Tt is
a Inatter, to some extent, of taste and of
the courtesy due from one branch of the
Legislature to another, and, so far as I
can see, Mr. Hackett's amendment will
not open the question in the way I
feared.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON (North-
EBast) : This is a very important matter
to spring on hon. members at a moment's
notice, and I move that the debate be
adjourned.

{6 DECEMBER, 1899.]
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SEVERAL MEMBERS: No, no.

Hor. H. BRIGGS (West): I second
the motion that the debate be adjourned.

Hor. J. W. Hackerr: There is no
debate, and the question is not important,
but merely formal.

Motion—that the debate be adjourned
—put and negatived.

Hor. BE. McLARTY (South-West): I
bave much pleasure in supporting the
amendment of Mr. Hackett, which only
shows proper courtesy to the other
Chamber, and I am sure it is the desire
of lion. members that should e done.

Hon. R. G. BURGES (East) : This is
an important question, and I wish to
support the amendment of Mr. Hackett.
My own opinion is that this order should
not bave appeared on the Notice Paper
at all, and I think that is the general
view; because this question has been
vonsidered by the House, as our records
will show.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: What 1
feel personally about the matter is that
the other place certainly deserves the
most courteous treatment at our hands.
I am quite with Mr. Hackett in that
respect, and if his amendment had siopped
at the word “question,” and left out
the last paragraph, I should not have had
any objection whatever.

Hon. F. 1. CrRowDER:
last paragraph ?

How. A.P. MATHESON : 1t is this:
‘“ Decided that it was inexpedient to refer
the two Bills mentioned in the message
to the vote of the electors.”

Hon. F. . Crowper: Itis a fact.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: There would
be no sense in the amendment without
that sentence.

Horn. A. P. MATHESON : It may or
may not be a fact, but it opens np the
whole question of the debate again, as
the Colonial Secretary pointed out. If
you are prepared to retain that last
sentence, I am prepared to go on discus.
sing it at some cousiderable length, and
to maintain that the House did not give
a vote in that direction, and that the
House was led to believe

Hon. F. T CrowDER:
four.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: Quite so.
The hon. member may be quite right in
gaving 13 to four. The House was led to
believe thut the mmnendment proposed Ly

What is the

Thirteen to
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"COUNCIL.

Mr. Hackett would be carried. It was ’

an alternative suggestion to the resolution
contaned in the message from the other
place. There is no doubt that if that
amendment had not been brought for-
ward, a number of members who voted
against the motion of the Colonial
Secretary would not have done so. In
fact I have very little doubt that Mr.
Hackett himself, in the absence of his
own amendment, would have supported
the Colonial Secretary if we had been
voting on the clear message sent up from
the other place.

How. J. W. Hacrerr: I shonld most
certainly not have done so.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : I maintain
that the House did not decide on the
merits of the question, that it was inex-
pedient to vefer to the electors the two
Bills mentioned in the message. I take
exception to that portion of the hon.
member’s amendment. At that stuge the
House wished to vote on the amendment
of Mr. Hackett, but I maintain again
that if members had had any idea that
the hon. member's amendment would be
struck out, and that the House would be
left practically negativing any form of
reference to the people, he would not
have received the support he did. I
repeat, I think that this is a matter
which should receive most careful atten.
tion before we givea vote on the question,
and that is why I suggested the debate
should be adjourned. I de not think
that a most important precedent like this
should be set up on a chance snap vote
of the House.

Hox. R. G. Burets: The Order of the
Day might have been discharged, and
there would have been nothing more said
about it.

Hown. A, P. MATHESON : That might
have been done, but it would have Dbeen
most discourteous to hon. gentlemen, and
I have no desire for discowrtesy to be
shown to them.

to Discharge Order.

Council acquaints the Legislative Assem-
bly that, according to the rules of the
House, it is unable to consider message
No. 42, the Legislative Council having
previously considered the question.” It
18 unable to consider the message, having
previously eonsidered the question. That
15 absolute sense to me, but perhaps I am
more brilliant than the hen. member. Jt
is English and grammar, and reflects
credit on that gentleman as far as that
portion goes, but there the amendment
should stop. It continues, however, thus:
“and decided that it was inexpedient to
refer the two Bills mentioned in the mes-
sage to the vote of the electors.” T say
the last part is most misleading.

Hox. F. T. Crowner: The records
of the Council will prove you are wrong,

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : The records
of the Council would prove that such a
number of different amendments were
showered on my unfortunate motion that
no member, especially Mr. Crowder, knew
on which side he was voting. Mr.
Crowder voted contrary to his own con-
victions on several occasions, or at least
on one he voted contrary to the wuy he
thought he was doing,.

Hoxn. F. T. Crowper: That was not
on your motion.

How. A. P. MATHESON : It wason
my original motion. The whole debate
took place on my original motion. I do
not wonder the hon. gentleman was con-
fused. It required someone thoroughly
versed in parliamentary procedure to
follow the course of events.

Hon. . T. CrowpEr: Therc was no
confusion about the motion of the Colo-
nial Secretary.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member says se, but I differ from him.
I am sure I may say, with all due respect,
that Mr. Saunders would npever have
voted for no reference to the people at

" all.

All I desired was to '

have time to reflect on the question, and

that members might have time to weigh
what they were doing. If the hon.
member would move part of his amend.-
ment —-

Howx, J. W. Hackerr:
make sense.

it does not

Hen. A, P. MATHESON: Tt says,

*“in veference to messuge No. 42 of the

Legislative  Assewhly,

the Legislative

Hon. H. J. SauNpers: Excuse me, I
made no mistake. I voted exactly as I
intended.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : He would
not have voted as he did unless he
thought that Mr. Hackett’s amendment
would Dbe carried, and I am sure Mr.
Stone would not have voted as he did
against any referendum, if it bad been a
straight-out vote. I am satisfied on that
score. I am sure that Mr. Saunders,
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sitting in this House, will not say he is

opposed to a referendum.

Hox. H. J. SBaunpers: That bas
nothing to do with what is before the
House.

Tre Crairmarn: The time for adjourn-
ment is past. Jsit your wish that I shall
remain 1o the Chair ?

Two or THREE MEMBERS: Yes.

Hon. A, P. MATHESON : It is very
unfortunate, because I do not wish to
detain members who had counted upon
going away, but I appeal to Mr. Hackett
to strike out fhe last two lines of that
amendment, so that there may be no
contentions matter about this at all, and
that we may be unanimous. I shall
certainly divide the House on the
amendment.

Hox. ¥, WHITCOMBE: I think I
shall support Mr. Matheson in this
matter, because the last portion of that
wmendment does not express the decision
of this House on the subject. [Mr.
MaraESoN : Hear, hear.] If the amend-
ment moved by myself had been carried,
the last portion of Mr. Hackett's present
amendment would have expressed what
was done ; but the last portion of that
was distinctly negatived on division by
9 votes to 7. . The House committed itself
to no particular phase of the federal ques-
tion. [Mr. MaruEsoN: Hear.] Members
would not take the amended Bill of the
Premiers, nor the Bill as amended by the
Select Committee, and they would not
take the two Bills and send them to the
people. They would not say that at the
present time it is inexpedient to subwit
the question of federation to the electors
of Western Australia. They distinctly
negatived that, and I think under those
circumstances Mr. Hackett should with-
deaw the last portion of the proposed
amendment. Whilst this matter is in
progress, I may say I do not think the
course proposed to be followed is a proper
one.
gentleman who is well versed in the pro-

to Discharge Order. 2815

Hor. F. T. Crowper: Mr. Hackett
desires to go further than that, and to be
courteous to the other House.

Howr. F. WHITCOMBE : There would
be no discourtesy in following the other
method of procedure. If a measure js
dropped, there is no necessity to send an
official return to the Assembly, and I do
not see why we should follow a different
course in this matter. I shall oppose the
amendment of Mr. Hackett and support
the motion of the Colonial Secretary.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: I have only

. to say this -——

The Speaker of the Assembly, a

per procedure of these matters, has -

informed me that the proper action for
us to adopt was to strike the order off the
Notice Paper, that being all that was

required. 'There wus no necessity to send -

a message to the Assembly. I say
the proper course to follow was to
simply drop the matter from the Notice
Paper.

Hown. A. P. Marneson: Is the hon.
member in order in speaking a second
time on the amendment ?

Tue Peesivent: No.

Hown. J. W. HACKETT : Except by
leave of the House. I may explain wy
amendment.

Tur Presipest: You cannot wmake
a speech, but you may make an explava-
tion.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT : I will not
make a speech, except just to remark that
I certainly would have consulted Mr.
Matheson as to the form of this amend-
ment if T had known there would be any
discussion whatever. T certainly wished
to do a courteous thing to the other
House. The Colonial Secretary having
moved that the Order of the Day bhe
discharged, all I asked was that a reason
should be given why it should be dis-
charged, and that reason I found supplied
to me by the rules of our House, the
Standing Orders, which state that a ques-
tion, having been decided, cannot be again
discussed ; and T appeal to the Colomal
Secretary to say whether that was not the
reason why he moved that the order be
discharged.

Tee CoLONIAL SECRETARY: Né; not
altogether.

Hon. J. W, HACKETT: What is
the reason ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY :
ole reason.

Hon, J. W. HACKETT : That is the
main reason, surely ; otherwise we ought
to go on.

TrE Corovrat SecrETarY: The prin-
cipal reason iz that the resolution of
another place must come under the
category of a Bill, and we never think of
gending back a message when a Bill is
dropped.

That is
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How. J. W. HACKETT: I am tulk- |

ing about the message.
youmoved that the order be discharged.
Tue CoLoxisL SECRETARY: Because
there was no longer any necessity that it
should remain.
Howx. J. W. HACKETT: Whyv
Hon. A, P. MateEson: Is not the
hon. member making another speech?

T am agking why |

to Discharge Order.

Hox.J. W HACKETT : The Colonial
Sa,reta.l y having abdicated his functions,
1 suppose I must take them up; but the
hon. member seems to be gelting in the
habit of abdicating his funclions. I beg

. to move that a message, embodying the

Is not a new question being put to the
Coloniul Secretary ? |

How. J. W. HACKETIT: I simply

put these words in to give a resson why

the order was discharged, namely that it
had been dealt with, and according to the
Standing Orders of the House could not
be dealt with again.

How. A. P. MATHESON : Then let
us stop at that. Tt iz exactly what 1 said.
It has been already dealt with, and then
you go on with reasons.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: No; that is
the very part you want to strike out—
that it has been dealt with.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: No; I do
not. May I be allowed to-read the
amendment again 7

Hon. F. 'I. CROWDER:
dinner.

Horn. H.LUKIN : Icannvthelpthink-
ing the whole discussion seews infre dig.
to this honourable House. We decided
this question Jast week, and we are
making a mistake in even letting it be
reopened thus far. That message as sent

I want my

down vnght to have heen rejected straight -

away without discnssion, [How. A. P.
Maruesor : Hear, hear.]
Question puf, and o division taken

with the following result:—

Ayes ... 9
Noes... ]
Magjority for 4
ATES. ’ NoEs.
Hou. R. G. Burges Hou. A. G. Jenkins
Hon, F. T, Crowder Hoa. H. Lukio
Hon, U. E Dempater Houn, A, P, Matheson

H. F. Whitcombe
H. Briyga (Teller).

Hon. J. W, Hackett
Hon. W. T, Loton
Hon. E. McLarty

Hon.
Houn.

resolution just carried, be transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

Question put and passed, and the
message transmitted accordingly,

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the House do now adjourn.

Hown. R. G. BURGES: Country nrem-
bers had attended the House two days
this week, at great inconvenience, and
ought to receive some consideration.
There could not be much business to do
before next week, and under the ¢ircum-
stances it would be better to adjourn
until the next Tuesday.

Tar PresipENT: By resolution, the
House could meet on Mondmr

Hon. R. G. BURGES moved, as an
atmendinent, that the House do adjourn
until the next Tuesday.

Tre PRESIDENT: The original
motion meant an adjournment. of the
House until the usual hour of meeting on
the following day.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:

‘There was some important business to

transact in connection with the Constitu-
tion Bill, and if the House did adjourn
over the following day, it was very
desirable that hon. members should meet

- on Monday, and, if necessary, on the

Friday followmg Would half-past 7
o'clock on Monday mnight suit hon.
members ?
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Tueg COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the House at its rising do
adjourn until 7-30 on Monday evening.

. It might be advisable to include in the

Hon. J, E, Richardson '

Hou, F. . Stone
Hon. H. J. Suunders
{Telier).

Amendment thus passed.

Tue PRESIDENT: Does the Colonial
Secretary propose to move that a message ‘
be sent fo the Assembly ?

Tm" COLONTAL SECRETARY :
Mr. Hackett ought to move that.

l
I think

motion words to the effect that the
Honse do meet, on the Friday following
if necessary.

Tae PresiDENT: The advisability of
meeting on the Friday following could he
© considered, if necessity arose.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at seven o’clock
until the next M?onday evening.



